Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.111; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.6.
The title compound, C 15 H 13 N 3 O 2 , crystallizes with two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit, which differ considerably in the dihedral angles made between the phenyl groups and the five-membered rings [47.19 (8) and 61.16 (9) in one molecule and 55.04 (10) and 55.00 (8) in the other]. In the crystal, N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds generate columnar units having approximate fourfold rotational symmetry about axes parallel to b.
Related literature
For the biological properties of hydantoins, see: El-Deeb et al. (2010) ; Rajic et al. (2006) ; Carmi et al. (2006) ; Sergent et al. (2008) . For the preparation of the title compound, see: Kiec-Kononowicz et al. (1984) . 
Experimental
Crystal data C 15 H 13 N 3 O 2 M r = 267.28 Monoclinic, P2 1 =n a = 20.1565 (7) Å b = 6.1651 (2) Å c = 20.3250 (7) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2012); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2012); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg & Putz, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008).
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Comment
Hydantoins are an important class of compounds which have long attracted attention, owing to their remarkable biological and pharmacological properties. These include antitumor and antiviral activity, insulinotropic properties and use as EGFR inhibitors. (El-Deeb et al., 2010; Rajic et al., 2006; Carmi et al., 2006; Sergent et al., 2008) . Of several structure determinations of hydantoins (Delgado et al., 2007; Kashif et al., 2008; Coquerel et al., 1993; SethuSankar et al., 2002; Ciechanowicz-Rutkowska et al., 1994; Roszak & Weaver, 1998; Eknoian et al., 1999) , those in the last two reports bear the greatest similarity to the title compound. The title compound crystallizes with two independent molecules (A and B) in the asymmetric unit. The 5-membered ring in A is planar to within 0.032 Å while that in B is planar to within 0.016 Å. Molecules A and B differ most notably in the dihedral angles which the pendant phenyl rings make with the 5-membered ring. For molecule A the angles for C4/C5/C6/C7/C8/C9 and for C10/C11/C12/C13/C14/C15 are, respectively, 47.19 (8) and 61.16 (9)°. In molecule B the angles for C19/C20/C21/C22/C23/C24 and for C25/C26/C27/C28/C29/C30 are identical at 55.04 (10) and 55.00 (8)°, respectively. Both the imino and amino groups participate in intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonding which forms columns having approximate 4-fold rotational symmetry about axes parallel to b (Table 1 and Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
The title compound, 3-amino-5,5-diphenylimidazolidine-2,4-dione, was successfully obtained by the reaction of 5,5-diphenylhydantoin and hydrazine hydrate following the published route (Kiec-Kononowicz et al., 1984) .
Refinement
H-atoms attached to carbon were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.95 Å) while those attached to nitrogen were placed in locations derived from a difference map and their coordinates adjusted to give N-H = 0.91 Å. All were included as riding contributions with isotropic displacement parameters 1.2 times those of the attached atoms. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. H-atoms attached to carbon were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.95 Å) while those attached to nitrogen were placed in locations derived from a difference map and their coordinates adjusted to give N-H = 0.91 Å. All were included as riding contributions with isotropic displacement parameters 1.5 times those of the attached atoms.
Computing details
R int = 0.105 θ max = 68.4°, θ min = 2.9°h = −23→24 k = −7→7 l = −24→24 Refinement Refinement on F 2 Least-squares matrix: full R[F 2 > 2σ(F 2 )] = 0.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq O1 0.78438 (9) 0.0796 ( 
